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FOOD SAFETY
Rapid Alert System Notifications for Food

	date
	Notification type
	notified by
	subject

	10/07/2012
	border rejection
	FRANCE
	absence of health certificate(s) (Required by Decision No. 2011.884) for rice noodles from China

	11/07/2012
	border rejection
	NETHERLANDS
	unauthorised genetically modified rice crackers from China

	18/07/2012
	information for follow-up
	CZECH REPUBLIC
	live insects in long grain rice from Italy

	20/07/2012
	information for follow-up
	BELGIUM
	aflatoxins (B1 = 4.8; Tot. = 5.3 / B1 = 4.86; Tot. = 4.86 µg/kg - ppb) in rice from Sri Lanka

	16/08/2012
	information for follow-up
	GERMANY
	unauthorised genetically modified (BT63) vermicelli rice noodles from China, via the Netherlands

	16/08/2012
	information for attention
	NETHERLANDS
	traces of peanut (3 mg/kg - ppm) in rice crackers from Australia

	22/08/2012
	information for follow-up
	GERMANY
	unauthorised genetically modified rice noodles from the Philippines, via the Netherlands


Source: http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/rapidalert/rasff_portal_database_en.htm 
GMO & BIOTECH

At the end of July, Italian Ministry of Health published the 2011 report concerning data of the annual plan for official controls on the presence of GMOs in food. In 2011, 935 food samples were taken for analysis, including 41 at import and 118 organic food samples. The national plan included controls on the presence of GMOs in both raw materials and processed food from maize, soya and rice. Concerning rice, all samples (122, including 11 at import) were found free of GMOs contaminants.
Source: www.salute.gov.it
ORGANIC FOOD
Data on Italian organic production present a picture of the sector altogether positive: the initial analysis of data for year 2011, supplied by the Control Bodies operating in Italy, shows that the industry has 48,269 operators of which 37,905 are exclusive producers, 6,165 are processors (including retail companies), 63 are exclusive importers, 230 are importers also performing functions of production or processing. Compared to data reported for 2010 there was an overall increase in the number of players of 1.3%, while the organic cultivated area lowered of about 1.5%. More details are available at the following link: www.sinab.it (SINAB: National Information System on Organic Agriculture).
Source: www.sinab.it
SCIENCE & RESEARCH
- Genetic Diversity and Population Structure in a European Collection of Rice: the study was recently published by Crop Science. Researchers of Parco Tecnologico Padano coordinated the Eurigen project in collaboration with the main rice research centers in Europe (CRA -Italy, CIRAD - France, NAGREF - Greece, ITQB – Portugal). General objective of the project was the characterization and exploitation of European rice genetic resources, to enhance competitiveness in rice production. Using model-based and distance-based approaches, the genetic structure of 425 accessions of the European Rice Germplasm Collection (ERGC) was analyzed. a core collection of 250 japonica accessions was extracted and characterized using 70 single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs). The core collection can be used as an association panel to search for alleles of interest for temperate areas or as a training population for genomic selection.

Source: www.crops.org/publications/cs/abstracts/52/4/1663
- The results achieved by the Milan University team of researchers who, in cooperation with Philippine and Japanese colleagues, have identified the gene that increases rice productivity by 20%, have been published in Nature. The gene, dubbed PSTOL1 – Phosphorous Starvation TOLerance 1 – helps the rice plant grow a larger, better root system, thus permitting more efficient phosphorous uptake. In fact, phosphorous deficiency in some of the main rice-growing areas considerably reduces rice plant grain yield, in particular if the plant is cultivated in acidic soil which limits uptake or in conditions where irrigation is not possible. The PSTOL1 gene was isolated in the Indian Kasalath traditional rice variety that grows well in phosphorus-deficient soils, thereby confirming the importance of preserving the genetic diversity of species of agronomic interest: a real gene bank from which to recover “old” genes for new varieties. At the moment, rice varieties with the PSTOL1 gene are being studied in the Philippines and Indonesia, both characterized by severe phosphorous deficiency. It will be possible to breed and market these varieties, which produce up to 20% more than traditional varieties without the PSTOL1 gene, in a few years’ time. In addition to Milan University, the project, coordinated by Dr Sigrid Heuer of the “International Rice Research Institute” (IRRI) in the Philippines, involved institutions such as the “Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences” and the “University of the Philippines Los Baños” and was financed by the CGIAR - Generation Challenge Program. 

Source: www.unimi.it/ENG/58521.htm
EVENTS & MEETINGS

- 6th International Hybrid Rice Symposium,  9-11 Sept 2012, Hyderabad, India. The International Hybrid Rice Symposium (IHRS) is a quadrennial event convened by the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in partnership with a host country that provides an international discussion platform on hybrid rice development. The event brings together public institutions and private organizations from different countries engaged in hybrid rice research and development. The symposium aims to create a discussion platform that tackles the issue of increasing rice yields to adapt to the worlds’ increasing demand for rice. The symposium will discuss the topics: hybrid rice development; seed production; applications of molecular technology; crop and resource management, and hybrid rice economics. Participants will be able to enrich their knowledge on the latest hybrid rice development, be informed of the cutting-edge researches, meet and discuss with the experts and network with the various stakeholders of the rice industry.
Source: http://ricecongress.com/main[image: image1.png]
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