Rice industry and
trade News

year 8° - n. 84
September 2018
Editor in chief
Dr Roberto Magnaghi

News

Punjab plans to cut pesticides use in basmati rice (Source: htips://economictimes.indiatimes.com)

Basmati grown in Punjab this year is likely to witness a major reduction in use of pesticides and fungicides that lead to rejection of export
consignments from India. Alarmed by hurdles in export of rice from India, the state government is reaching out to farmers through
Gurugwaras, public meetings and social media to dissuade use of Acephate, Carbendazim, Thiamethoxam, Tricyclazole and Triazophos,
chemicals responsible for higher residue level in rice. An exhaustive awareness campaign is underway by joining hand with pesticide
dealers, commission agents farmers and rice industry.

Punjab Agriculture University has already recommended alternatives to these five pesticides and fungicides. This season, Punjab, is
expected to harvest a record output of rice. But stricter pesticide residue norms in global markets are posing hurdles to rice from the
country.

As per study of Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), over 400 refusals have been recorded of
exports from India owing to presence of higher than approved level of pesticides residue. Banning these chemicals is beyond the purview
of state government as they are registered with the Central Insecticides Board and Registration Committee.

Dealers meetings are being held at district level as well as block level to dissuade them from selling these chemicals. Posters are doting
dealers markets across rice growing districts to aware farmers of harm caused by these chemicals.

A nodal officer has been appointed for each district to monitor the awareness campaign. Rice exporters and millers have also recruited

people to push the drive in rural areas.

International Markets
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Food Safety

Rapid Alert System (Source: EFSA)
An information for follow-up notification was sent by Poland concerning unauthorised substance tricyclazole (0.073 mg/kg - ppm) in

wholegrain rice from Spain.
An information for attention was sent by Poland concerning unauthorised substance tricyclazole (0.073 mg/kg - ppm) in wholegrain rice

from Thailand.
A border rejection notification was sent by the United Kingdom concerning unauthorised genetically modified (positive for 35S promoter of

the Cauliflower Mosaic Virus) organic brown rice noodles from China.
A border rejection notification was sent by the United Kingdom concerning unauthorised genetically modified (positive for 35S promoter of

the Cauliflower Mosaic Virus) organic black rice noodles from China.
Ente Nazionale Risi - Milan

c.f. 03036460156 www.enterisi.it e-mail: info@enterisi.it tel. +39 02.88.55.111 fax +39 02.30.13.10.84



http://www.enterisi.it/index.jsp
http://www.enterisi.it/index.jsp
http://www.enterisi.it/index.jsp
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com

European Market —____________
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In focus

EU imports updated to 19 August amount to 1,256,567 tonnes, in milled equivalent, 46,168 tonnes (+4%) more than the previous
campaign. Brown rice, including Basmati, and milled rice imports increased by 10% and 4% respectively, whereas paddy rice imports
decreased by 75%.

EU exports, amount to 294,432 tonnes, in milled equivalent, 4% more than last year. Japonica rice exports increased by 8%, but Indica rice
exports decreased by 15%.

Iltalian Market
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In focus

In the last week paddy transfers by farmers reached 8,892 tonnes. The total transfers, amounting to 1,565,163 tonnes, increased by
51,045 tonnes (+3%) compared to last year. Long B and medium grain increased by 77,292 tonnes and 7,963 tonnes, respectively,
whereas long A and round grain decreased by 20,888 tonnes and 13.322 tonnes.

The table above shows the cultivated rice area in 2018 estimated and based on data submitted by rice growers up to 27 August 2018.
According to Agrim licences, Italian imports amount to 91,339 tonnes, 1,837 tonnes (-2%) less than last year, but according to customs
declarations, there is a contraction of 26%, mainly due to lower paddy rice imports. Italian exports amount to 129,676 tonnes, 2,197 tonnes
(+2%) more than last year.
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Italian imports till 19/8/2018 - Customs declarations - Source: DG Agri (tonnes in milled rice equivalent)
Paddy Brown rice Semi-milled / Milled rice TOTAL
Campaing
Indica Japonica Total Indica Japonica Total Indica Japonica Total Indica | Japonica| TOTAL
2017/2018 4,837 - 4,837 39,210 443 39,653 40,943 2,310 43,253 84,990 2,753 87,743
2016/2017 27,697 - 27,697 44,449 1,497 45,946 42,316 2,345 44,661 | 114,462 3,842 | 118,304
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